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Search for Southern Worthies and the Civilian

Control under the Reign of Yen Yu

Sun Ke-kuan

When Mongols first conquered the China proper in the Yuan Dynasty attempts were
made to preserve the Han culture through the employment of the Han officials. The
development was at last frustrated by a group of chancellors from the Chinese Turkestan.

In 1286 Cheng Chu-fu, a Han Chinese, came to be prominent in the court and suggest-
ed again the search for Southern worthies. The suggestion was especially favored by Emperor
Jen Tsung, and a new climax of the civilian control was thus brought about during the years

1312-1315 under the reign of Yen Yu.
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